Windows 7

six different editions, but only the Home Premium,  Professional,  and Ultimate editions 
are available for retail sale to consumers in most countries.[105] The other editions are aimed at other markets, such as the developing world or enterprise use.
· Win 7 uses [root directory]\bootmgr. It first looks for an active partition, then accesses the Boot Configuration Data store and uses the information to load the operating system.
· winload.exe replaces the [root directory]\ntldr that was used by xp. It boots the windows 7 OS. ntldr boots the xp OS.
· XP also uses ntdetect. It is invoked by ntldr. Detects what hardware is installed.
· The file that has the text that is read at bootup, that replaces boot.ini, is BCD. BCD is altered using bcdedit. bcdedit is at windows\system32\bcdedit. BCD doesn’t appear to be a simple text file. With xp running, csurently BCD resides in c:\boot\bcd
· In recent installation, bootmgr got placed into same volume as windows xp. So Win 7 and XP both boot from the same volume (called the “system” volume, even though the win 7 system does not reside there, it is the system-starting volume; what ms calls the volume where the win 7 op sytem actually resides, is the “boot” volume, probably better called the boot-to volume.

· When xp is on C drive, win 7 is on I drive. nothing in I’s root dir except pagefile and hiberfile. Probably the root\boot folder on the C drive is the one in use when win 7 is booted. The drive lettering will be changed when win 7 is running..
· Interesting, if you install windows 7 on a logical partition as opposed to a primary partition, which you cannot make an “active” partition with a partition managing program, then windows 7 may not be able to hiberate. Prob same is true for windows xp. You might try installing on logical partition alone, without any reference in windows bcd system to any other partition. But probably best to do this is primary partition.
